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Historians want Hungary communist files protected
Pablo Gorondi (AP) — March 4, 2011

BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — People spied on by Hungary's communist-era secret
police would have the right to destroy their surveillance reports under a government
proposal historians say would damage the country's ability to acknowledge its past.

The regime's network of informants once kept as many as 1.6 million people under close
scrutiny, with relatives and neighbors informing on each other and the secret services
compiling over 12 miles worth of files.

The government says it is drafting legislation giving those spied upon the right to decide
whether to save the original documents, keep them for their grandchildren or even
destroy them.

"A state ruled by law cannot keep personal information collected through
unconstitutional means, as these are immoral documents of an immoral regime,"” the
justice ministry said.

The plan has surprised experts as a highlight of Prime Minister Viktor Orban's first term
was establishing a museum which exhibits the wrongdoings of fascist and communist
dictatorial regimes in the country's history.

Historians have said the right of those contained in the reports to decide their future
would hinder further research of the communist regime that ruled the country between
1948 and 1990.

"Records that provide evidence of injustices hold accountable those responsible for
abuses of trust and power," the Association of Canadian Archivists said in a letter last
week to Hungary's ambassador in Ottawa.

International attention to the archive plan was initially raised by Christopher Adam, a
history lecturer at Canada's Carleton University.

"Archival records provide evidence documenting the actions of public leaders and
protecting the rights of all citizens,"” the archivists said.

Allowing people to remove the files "would only weaken Hungarians' ability to hold
those officials accountable and would thus undermine a fundamental pillar of
democracy,"” wrote Association of Canadian Archivists president Loryl MacDonald.

Maria Schmidt, director of Budapest's House of Terror museum, said she hoped
lawmakers would rethink the plan.



"If these files are handed over, facts and connections will be no longer be able to be
researched,” Schmidt said. "Without them, we cannot create a precise picture of the
regime and we can't show future generations the meaning of terror, the dictatorship's
manipulativeness and nature and the arising human depravity."

The museum contains material on Hungary's relationship to Nazi Germany and the Soviet
Union, as well as exhibits related to organizations, such as the fascist Arrow Cross Party
and the communist AVH — similar to the Soviet Union KGB secret police. Part of the
exhibition takes visitors to the basement, where they can see examples of the cells the
AVH used to break prisoners' wills.

The government says scientific research will still be guaranteed by the legislation, which
has to be drafted by November, but permission for historians to access personal files will
have to be granted by the subjects of the files, instead of the institution where the files are
stored.

Historians, researchers and other professionals on the subject will be consulted in the
legislative process, the justice ministry said.

One challenge the government has not addressed is that the pages in the files usually
contain information about more than one person. So, if an original page is removed from
the files and given to someone included in the report, it would be impossible for the
others to see what was written about them.

Janos Kenedi, a writer and researcher who until Jan. 3 headed an official committee in
charge of evaluating thousands of pre-1990 secret files still in the hands of the current
secret services, says laws already provide spied-upon individuals protection while still
leaving files intact.

"All victims have the right to ask the state security archives to classify any files relating
to them for 90 years," Kenedi said. "But anyone who cuts out pages from the original
files with a razor denies others the right to access their own history."

Also, personal information in the files, such as someone's religion or sexual orientation,
IS not available even to researchers.

The House of Terror was one of the highlights of Orban's first premiership from 1998 to
2002. Many also still remember his groundbreaking speech in 1989 — when Hungary's
transition to democracy was still uncertain — calling for the removal of Soviet troops
stationed in the country.

Experts are surprised by Orban's latest move, as they feel he was finally exposing
Hungary's troubled past. Yet now, they say, he is playing a role in destroying it.



Many say the plan for the archives fits in with several other steps taken by the
government since Fidesz, Orban's party, won a two-thirds parliamentary majority in April
2010 elections.

The overwhelming popular support has emboldened the government to disregard most
dissent, weaken basic democratic institutions and distort the system of check and
balances.

It has curtailed the powers of the Constitutional Court, neutered the Fiscal Council, a
budget watchdog, and created a media law which attracted heavy criticism from the
European Union and is feared will allow the government to clamp down on the
opposition press.

Many institutions, including the 1956 Institute which studies that year's anti-Soviet
revolution, have seen the government cut their budget and their fate is uncertain.

"The government thinks it can put an end to the past,” Kenedi said. "For Fidesz, history
starts and ends with them and what came before in Hungarian history does not exist.
Their aim is collective amnesia.”

Politicians may also be hoping to do away with potentially damaging information,
experts said.

"It is very difficult to see the destruction of Hungarian archives as anything other than a
crude political move on the part of politicians who are concerned about potentially
unpleasant and embarrassing documents on their relationship with the former regime that
may one day be found by historians," wrote Adam, the Canadian lecturer and archivist.

An online petition launched by Adam to ensure the archives' integrity has attracted nearly
2,000 signatures.

Hungary lags behind other former members of the Soviet bloc in fully opening its
archives and nearly 30 percent of the files are still classified and under the control of state
security.

While some historians and journalists have published the names of informants and agents
in books and the Internet, official lists have yet to be made public.

Nonetheless, the names of former communist secret agents — from actors and athletes to
politicians, priests and intellectuals — continue to trickle out every few weeks and
months.



Closing down history
T.E. — February 28, 2011

SHREDDING a historical archive is an unorthodox step, but this is, in effect, Hungary’s
answer to the 20-year conundrum of what to do with the files left behind by its
communist-era secret police.

The government is planning legislation that will allow the subjects of files compiled by
the security services to take home documents that refer to them. Then they can do what
they like: burn them, bin them or publish them.

Individually, the reports hold little of interest to anyone other than their subjects. But
taken together they constitute a priceless record of Hungary’s post-war history. Once
dispersed, the archive will no longer serve as a trove for historians seeking to shed light
on Hungary’s chaotic 20" century.

"Without the archive, we lose the ability to find out who we are as a society," says Janos
Kenedi, a historian of Hungary’s security services. "And it’s society as a whole that’s
committing hara-kiri, because it’ll be the files” own subjects who’ll destroy the archive”.

Bence Rétvéri, a junior minister tasked with drafting the legislation, which is due to be
passed in November, says the reports are the "immoral documents of an immoral
regime... The individual should decide whether he wants to make them public or put
them in a drawer."”

Secret-police archives have been a problem throughout ex-communist Europe. For one,
they provide a wealth of material to blackmailers. Péter Medgyessy, a Socialist former
prime minister of Hungary, never recovered after it was revealed, in 2002, that he had
been an informer. And then there is the personal cost in broken relationships when files
reveal individual betrayals and deceptions, sometimes decades after the fact.

No country has found the perfect answer. Hungary’s archives have been open to
authorised historians with an approved research topic. Other countries allow individuals
to consult (but not remove) the files of which they are the subjects. In Romania, files on
prominent figures in politics and the church are, notoriously, missing, with no
explanation of how they vanished.

Historians are worried. Christopher Adam, a historian at Carleton University in Canada,
has written:

It is very difficult to see the destruction of Hungarian archives as anything other than a
crude political move on the part of politicians who are concerned about potentially
unpleasant and embarrassing documents on their relationship with the former regime that
may one day be found by historians. Such documents may even suggest that some of the



most fervent anti-communist politicians today were of a rather different opinion only two
decades ago.

Mr Adam has started up a protest petition, which has been signed by a host of world-class
historians. One is Cambridge’s Richard Evans, who said the destruction of the archive
would be a “scandal”.

Mr Kenedi, who has devoted years to researching stories of persecution and unjust
imprisonment in the 1950s and 1960s, points out that the documents remain useful.
Moreover, he points out, many never made it into the public archive. About a third of the
political police’s files remain in the hands of five successor organisations, where they are
classified for 60 to 90 years. These will not be released.

“What the national security services think important is being preserved,” he says. “And
everything else is being destroyed.”



Miklés Haraszti, as quoted in Transitions Online

The all-front attacks on rule of law, civility, and democratic habits, kulturkampf, witch-
hunt, etc, are so overwhelming that the home forces of normalcy are just baffled. This
issue is a “small” part of it. Fidesz — contrary to its anticommunist rhetoric — has
always sided with the ex-communists in suppressing or damaging good legislation about
the “files”. Namely, Fidesz and the Socialists together have successfully blocked the
“liberation” of the files of the 111/l and the I11/11 departments, that is intelligence and
counterintelligence, claiming national interests. (So far, only the files of the 11I/111, that is,
of the “internal enemy department” have been handled so-so.) The proposed measures,
and to a certain extent the uproar created by it, help hiding this unchanged empowerment
of the secret services to keep or release files in an unaccounted way and thus blackmail
people as it pleases. Now, with the help of their 2/3 majority, Fidesz indeed proposed the
described explicit dispersal mechanism with the described implicit consequences. (At the
moment there is no draft law, but they always table laws in a surprise manner via
individual MPs after secret codification in order to avoid public discussion — that is what
happened to the media laws as well.) The proposal’s language — nominally — serves
“citizens’ information rights”. But the essence of it is to avoid for good any public
scrutiny of pre-history of their own ranks.

My only remark is that it is equally important to protest against the plan that today’s
secret services should keep their grip on the still undisclosed files — that they should
remain the “owners” of the intelligence and counterintelligence files, and should be free
to decide without any public scrutiny which files go to the public archive — thus
blackmail who they want, while the already released files would disappear in the hands of
the victims as described and protested already. Of course, a real full access to one’s own
files a la Germany would be welcome, but not a dispersal of the files, while a great part
of the files escapes any public or private scrutiny and the secret services continue owning
them.



Radio Europa Libera_(Selection)

Almost 1,400 academics and archivists from around the world have thus far signed a
petition calling for the Hungarian government to abandon the project of a law that will
allow for the removal and destruction of original documents held in the Historical
Archives of the Hungarian State Security. These plans would erase the memory of abuse,
suffering and--in short order—the memory of the communist regime.

RFI - tiet viet (Selection)

After being publicly condemned for stifling free speech, the right-wing Hungarian
government had to deal with criticism concerning its disregard of history. World
historians have objected to a government decree, which would create the conditions for
the communist-era secret documents to be given to the individuals involved and disposed
of. (...) Recognizing and facing the past is one of the foremost needs of the countries in
post-communist Central Europe, including Hungary.



Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies

23 Febmary 2011

Georgy Szapary, Ambassador
Embassy of Hungary
Washington, DC

Dear Ambassador Szapary:

I write on behalf of ASEEES, the Association for Slavic, East European, and Furasian Studies.
We are the largest intemational professional association of scholars of the formerly socialist
bloc, with just under three thousand members.

I joined with many of my colleagues in being startled by pending legislation before the
Hungarian parliament that would withdraw the assurance of preservation of archives from, and
relating to, the socialist period. However dim a view one might take of socialist rule in eastern
Europe, I know of no one who would not insist on the careful preservation of its archival legacy,
as required for best understanding this influential historical epoch.

Such legislation also challenges what has been the remarkable, tireless work of Hungarian
archivists over the past twenty vears. They have eamed the extraordinary admiration of
Hungarian and foreign scholars alike for their serupulous cataloguing of papers from the socialist
period, thanks to the country s new intellectual freedoms. They managed to do this in periods of
relative privation, for the good of the counftry, and for the good of scholarship more broadly.

The association very much urges Hunganan legislators to support this crucial historieal database.
With kind regards,
A o
oy 2ed™
Bruce Grant

President, ASEEES
Professor, New York University
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His Excellency Dr. Lasz1a Pordany February 24, 2011
Ambassador of the Republic of Humgary

200 Waverley Street

Ottawa, ON E2P 0V0

Dear Dr. Pordany:

I am writing you on behalf of the Association of Canadian Archivists (ACA) to express our deep concem
with the Hungarian government’s decision to mfroduce legislation that would permit the removal and
destmction of Hungarian compmmist secret police. interior mimistry, and state securnity files currently held
at the Historical Archives of the Hungarian State Security in Budapest.

Established m 1975, the ACA 1s a national professional organization that represents English-speaking
archivists in Canada. Archivists have a professional obligation to preserve authentic and reliable records
for evidentiary and historical purposes. As archivists, we strongly believe that archives are the foundation
of democracy, social justice, and social memory.

We reject the notion that a democratic state cannot "preserve the immoral documeents of an immoral
regime”. On the contrary, records that provide evidence of injustices hold accountable those responsible for
abuses of trust and power. Archival records provide evidence documenting the actions of public leaders
and protecting the nghts of all citizens. As Canadian archivist Terry Cook states, archival records have
allowed “citizens to seek justice in nghting past wrongs, from aboriginal displacements to war cimes,
from medical neglect to ethnic discrimination ™ Remeoving documents from the Historical Archives of the
Hungarian State SE{'ul'll'_'r because they are deemed to have been created by “immoral™ autherities would
only -weaken Himgarians® ability to hold those officials accountable and would thus imdermine a
fimdamental pillar of democracy.

Further, we strongly believe that de-accessioning these imeplaceable dociments would impoverish
Hungary's archival hentage. It would imdermme our ability to know and understand an mportant aspect
Hungary’s past. Preserving the Hiungarian commoumst secret police, interior ministry, and state security
files supports an accurate account of the past and ensures that collective amnesia does not prevail.

The Association of Canadian Archivists believes that the Hunganan compmimst sacret police, interior
munistry, and state secumity files currently held at the Historical Archives of the Hunganan State Secumity
have enduring value as reliable memories of the past. We urge the government of Hungary to take all steps
consistent with professional archival practice to preserve these unigque and important records. Anything less
15 an abdication of your government’s responsibility to uphold democratic values and to preserve and to
protect Hungary™s collective memory.

Yours Sincerely,

W WJW/

Loryl MacDenald, President
Aszsociation of Canadian Archivists
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His Excellency Jazsef Tath February 26, 2011
Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary

25-29 Karneadou Street

106 75 Athens

Dear Mr Toth:

| am writing you on behalf of the Society of Greek Archivists [SGA), to express our deep concern for the
Hungarian government’s decision to introduce legislation that would permit the removal and destruction of
Hungarian communist secret police, interior ministry and state security files currently held at the Historical
Archives of the Hungarian State Security in Budapest.

Established in 1990, and a member of the International Congress on Archives (ICA), the SGA is the nation-
wide professional organization representing archivists in Greece. One of the fundamental notions of aur
profession is that archives are the basis of democracy, sodal justice and social memory.

We strongly oppose the concept that a democratic state cannot “preserve the immoral documents of an
immoral regime”. On the contrary, we point out that records providing evidence of injustice hold
accountable those responsible for any abuse of trust and power. Archival records provide evidence, by
documenting the actions of public leaders, and protecting the rights of all citizens.

In Greece, we experienced a similar situation in the past: back in 1989, 40 years after the end of our civil
war and 15 years after the fall of the colonels’ dictatorship, the Greek government decided to destroy the
police security files, "to symbolically end an era of national disunity and guarantee a future of equality and
egalitarianism among citizens”. Since then, an important part of our history, based on evidence concerning
the invalvernent of the Greek people in the resistance during the German Occupation, the five years of civil
war and the seven years of dictatorship (1967-1974), is for ever lost.

Removing documents from the Historical Archives of the Hungarian State Security because they are deemed
to have been created by “immoral” authorities would only erase forever their “immoral” acts, tegether with
the “moral® actions of the Hungarian peogple during the given period, and would thus undermine a
fundamental pillar of democracy. Preserving the aforementioned archival material supports an accurate
account of the past and ensures that collective and, even worst, selective amnesia do not prevail.

The Society of Greek Archivists believes that the Hungarian communist secret police, interior ministry, and
state security files currently held at the Historical Anchives of the Hungarian State Security have enduring
value as reliable memaories of the past. We urge the government of Hungary to take all steps consistent with
professional archival practice to preserve these unigue and important records. Anything less is an abdication
of your government's responsibility to uphold democratic values and to preserve and protect Hungary's
collective memory.

Seeing the fallacy of the Greek government on this issue, we recommend you do not commit the same
unfairness towards the citizens of Hungary: people write history, they do not erase it.

Yours Sincerely,

-
R e
/f - o
=
MWestor Bamidis, President.
Sariatu of Groak Archisvicte
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o cicico b oo D His Excellency Mr. Gyula Simegiy
Wabsine wweksan.nl Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary

S—— Hogewsg 14
2585 D Den Haag

Arnhem, March 7, 2011

Dwear Mr. SOmeghy,

Cini behalf of the Royal Society of Dutch Archivists [Koninklijke Verenlging van Archivarissen in
Mederland, KVAN} 1 am writing you to epress our deep concern for the Hungaran gowermment’s
progasal to introduce legislation that would permit the removal and destruction of Hungarian
commanist secret palice, interior ministry and state security files currently held at the Historical
frchives of the Hungarian State Security in Budapest.

Established in 1892, the KVAN s the professional arganization representing graduated archivists In
The Netherlands, Archivists have a professional obligation to preserve authentic and reliable records
for evidentlary and historical purpeses, 4s archivists, wa strongly believe that archives are the
foundation of democracy and social memory. Furthermore we belleve that conscientiousty dealing
with the past will strengthien socal justice.

De-accessioning the documents mentioned above would impoverish Hungary's archival heritage.
These archives bear witriess to political repression and to violations of human rights, Silencing the
past would be dramatic for the Hungarian people. It would undermine the ability to eriticalhy
exarnine and understand an important aspect of Hungary's recent histary,

We urge the government of Hungary to take all steps consistent with professional archival practice
to defend and praserve these archives, Anything less Is an sbdication of your government's
responsibility to uphold demacratic values and to pratect Hungany's collective memory.

\Yoifssherel
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March 8. 2011

His Excellency Gyorgy Szapary
Embassy of the Republic of Humgary
3910 Shoemaker Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008

Ambassador Szapary:

The Society of Amerncan Archivists is deeply concerned about a recent decision by the
Hungarian Ministry of Public Information and Justice with regard to the govemment
archives. The Ministry apparently has decided to rectify histonical wrongs committed by
the former commmmst repime in Hungary by de-accessioning the surveillance files
assembled by the nation’s secret pelice and Ministry of the Inferier. These files are
scheduled to be removed from the Historical Arclives of Hungarian State Security and
retumed permanently to their subjects, whe presumably will be pemutted to destroy their
own files at their discretion.

We believe that the Hungarian government is likely sincere i its desire to see moral
Justice done. The comment by Parliamentary Secretary of State Bence Fetvan that “a
constitutional state cannot preserve personal information collected through
nconstititional means, because these are the immoral documents of an immora] regime,”
15, it can be argued. legitmately noble. The wrongs comnutted agaimst the freedoms of the
Hungarian people during the former regime were many, not least of which was the
vielation of the fundamental right of citizens to be free from illegal surveillance by their
own government. The files in question represent the worst abuses of a regime that thoved
on distrust, suspicion, and institutional paranoia. Fetum of those files to the people who
once were vicimized by the organs of Himganan State Secunity might well be seen as an
attempt m good faith to restore citizens at least a small sense of the personal power and
autonomyy that was taken from them

However, those same files also help to document a crifical peried in the history of the
Hiunganan nation and people. Leaving aside the potential nchness of the information
contained within the files themselves, they provide a crucial and ummatched documentation
of the ways in which the govemment of the time interacted with the people it claimed to
represent. To remove and destroy the files would be to do viclence to the archival kentage

17 HORTH STATE STREET, SUITE 1425 CHICKED, IL BDA02-3315 HEA
312 .606.0722 Tol tr BOG.SAA.THSE Jz.e06.0728 www archivists.org



of the nation. would create an mmbndge-able chasm m the histoncal record. and would we
believe, prevent a full inderstanding of the history of the age.
Whether mtenticnally or wantentonally, this decisson could allow the Hunganan
government to svoid a full historical reckoning with the abmses m ifs past By de-
acoessioning and dispersmg the files m questhon. the sovernment 15 eschewing its
responsibility as guardian of its document.-ary record and its culnual legacy. By

the records men smaller md smalier mmbers and permithng mdncduals to
destroy their own files, the govermment is compromasing the possibulity of a full and
reasonable dismnssion of the moral 1ssues surrounding the communist period

Despite its best intentions, the povernment may, in fact, be concealing crimes and immoral
acts conmmatted by the former regime and 1t: members.

Tkﬁunelyemmﬂnhtmmw 6,000 archivists in the United

Stakes, urpes remmment to reconmder 1ts decimon concernimg these files.

'Iherunﬂshﬂdh the property of the Hunganian nation as a whole and not

ﬂlﬂﬂd’mynﬂmﬂhﬂl Eqrmﬂ!ehnamuﬁhmytﬂtbdmgmnmwuph
Mo people, no nation, can ever hope to fully grasp the complexities. monl

Tumnan decrsions that go mmhmnrrm“mmmmmmm

up precemeal

Smcersly,

G 0.V Lbbo
Helen . Tibbo
President. 2010 - 2011

e SAA Human Pights Archives Roundtable
SAA Tntermational A ffmrs Roundtable
SAA lsmes and Advocacy Roundtable
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Hiz Excellency Laseln Szoke
Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary
Pod Hradbama 17, Prahn 6, Stresovice

In Beno, 14 March 2011

Hiz Exceflency, dear Arnbassador Szoke

1 am writing vou on belalf of the Crech Centre for Human Rights and Democsatizaton 1o expeess our
deep comcem for the case relaing to the Hunganan kepshoon whach would permie the removal and
destruction of the secrct police, state security and Miisory of the Intesioe documentaton recently stoeed
at the Histoneal Archives of the Humpanan Seate Secunty me Budapest.

The Czech Centre for Human Rights and Democtaiceation (CCHRDY established under the acgis of
Intermativnal Insotute of Poliical Science, Masargk University, Bmo, Czech Republi, represents
independent academic center foowsing on impattial scicnific sescarch within tee Gehd of e aghits asd
demecmization. As an osganization dedicated e the analyses of human nghts from both soceal science
and inteenational loa poines of view, CCHRLY is kighly saace of the need o protect and preserve the Gles
creaning the foundaton for the funare research of Hunganan collectve memory, We stongly believe that
dematled kvowledge of ldstory is necessary (o better understanding of the commundst ena, i oppresae
n:girnc, and the search for the iruth and |ustnoe.

There is nothig immoral abour the prescrvation of Al pecownting the histoneal events and mjustices,
Chute tor the contmey, many demoerane states conswder the opening of archives as one of the many steps
towards combating the mnpumiry, The access to the files that docwment activities of the former regiines 15
irrevocably connected o the ransmonal jusnce and nanonal reconcibanon, The very firse amempt w deal
with formee secrer police mfosmers ok place in Geemany, where the Gauck-Behoede Ageney was
appodnted 1o collecr and admimister the fles of STASL  Smular expenence s shared by the Crech
Republic where the necess io files from the communist er was established in 1996 and s widendng
represcaits one of the mosr discussed themes o these daye,

Reluctanee of the Hungarian govemment towards the release and free access o the documents 15
ul:ll-:mun'.l1¢'|:.' nob o new issue In case Keaed gy Ik me, 3475008, the Futopean Court of
Fluman Haghts held thar “access 10 original documentary sources for beritimate historical research was an
eeseniial element of the exercise of the applicant’s nght e freedom of expression,” Similaly, the opinicn
at the level of European Union s, thar all stancs considesing dhemselves. demoeratic shall open all theie
archives to researchers 30 years after the occurrence of the events in queston {ap The memary of the crme
PR |f-‘_r sadliarsan yE i 5 IE.wn?‘v. [ 'II:I.-'I-!.':"{J."I'J} FE!_]. The ﬂhi'hl: o know the eoth coﬂmm:in“ past
events aboart the perpetmmon of hessous comes and aboot the circupstasces and rensons that bed o their
perpeiratcen s senifiod by the United Matons as one of the theee core rghts fundamental o preventing
revistonsm or dendal and o the restoration of the nule of bw in mnsioonal socikedes (380 of Prisdtdies s
oot Trgpsensty, UN D EFCN A 20050021 A0 N,

We hope and bebeve, that the Bepublic of Flungary wall follos: the way bed by other Eurapean democratic
states, uphold its cesponalibee cowneds the victims of te communist regime, waands history and fumse
prneratons and cease from the stepowhich would lead e ammoesia and obdivieas.

Ohy beclual £ cof the Ceech Centre for Fluman Riphes and Uemacratiaion
2 0 Faatina Sipulosi
.(Ei[l}':{'-'" ke kaipulovaiimail muni.ce

Ladislav Vyhiinck
i Tadiskby vy hnanek il moni.cz



CHA gi:a SHC

Canadian Historical Association
Societe historique du Canada

March 8, 2011

His Excellency Dr. LaszIl6 Pordany
Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary
299 Waverley Street

Ottawa, ON K2P OV9

Dear Dr. Pordany:

The Canadian Historical Association joins the ranks of historians and archivists from around the world in
expressing our concern over the Hungarian Legislature’s preparation of a law which would destroy many of
the records of Hungarian communist secret police, interior ministry, and state security apparatus currently
held at the Historical Archives of the Hungarian State Security in Budapest.

The Canadian Historical Association/Société historique du Canada (CHA/SHC) is the oldest and largest
organization representing professional historians in Canada. Founded in 1922, the bilingual organization is
dedicated to scholarship in all fields of history. It has a membership of about 1000, made up primarily of
historians engaged as professionals from all regions of Canada and abroad.

As we write this letter to you we are also making an argument to our own Canadian federal court with
respect to granting access to historical security files in our own archives. We do so because the files of state
security agencies are amongst the most important held in any country’s archives. It is vital to the history
and memory of the country and those citizens affected that the role of the state in monitoring and punishing
its citizens be available and open. This is the only way that a country and indeed the world can know, how a
state has lived up to, or violated its responsibilities to its people. It is the only way for some of the wronged to
seek redress. Only though awareness of the fact and frank discussion of the painful periods of the past, can a
country seek reconciliation and move forward.

The CHA/SHC rejects the argument that because these records were collected illegally by an immoral regime
they should be destroyed. On the contrary, these are potentially the most valuable proof that the regime
engaged in illegal activities. The loss of this massive archive of state surveillance will wipe out the memory
of a key part of the communist regime.

The CHA/SHC believes that the security files currently held at the Historical Archives of the Hungarian State
Security have enduring value to Hungarians but also to the international community. We urge the
government of Hungary to take all steps consistent with professional archival practice to preserve these
unique and important records.

Yours Sincerely

Mary Lynn Stewart
President, Canadian Historical Association
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A Magyar Szocialista Part orszaggyilés képiiseldcsoporya termeészetesen figyelemmel kisén a
Kominy jogszabily-alkotdsi terveit, koncepcidit. Igy, Onokhéz hasonléan, értesiltik arrdl,
hogy a 128372010, (3I0. 15.) Eorm. hatarozat egy 1) , dossziétdrvény” tervezetének elkészitésére
kérte fol a Komgazgatasi és Igazsagiigyvi Mmisztérmmot. A kermanvhatarozatban és Rétvan
Bence allamtitkar o nyilatkoratiban felvazolt elképzelés, ami lehetove tenné az ,'i';llambizinns:igi
Szolgalatok Térténenn Levéltiraban drzdtt ratok megfisyvelt személyek részére torténc atadasat,
valoban magaban rejti a levéltar allomanyaba tartozd iratok széthordasanak veszélyst. A levéltan
allomany +vedelmének megszintetése nemcsak Magvarorszag kozelmultjanak feltarasat
akadalvozhatja, hanem akar a torténelemhamisitas elott 15 megnyvithatja az utat. Azonban csak a
torvénytervezet szévegenek 1smeretében lehet allast foglalm abban a kérdésben, hogy a Eommany
tervel valoban akadalyvozzik-e, és ha igen mulyen meértékben a mualt feltarasat.

A Magyvar Szocialista Part tovabbra 1= fenntarfja azt az elvi allaspontjat, miszennt a jogi
szabalyozas kialakitisakor egvszemre kell biztositani a megfizvelt személvek informacios
karpotlazat, dnrendelkezés) joganak érvényesiléset, valammt a mnlt feltarasat é: a kézérdekn
adatok megismeréseéhez fizodo alkotmanyos jog érvénvesilését. Tehat egymassal ellentétes, de
egyarant legitim érdekek kazdtt kell megtalalm az egvensilvt. Az Orszazgviles emre tett kisérletet
az elmils rendszer titkosszelgalati revekenységenek feltarasarvol ez az Jir{{ambi:rmsdgj Szolgalarok
Térteneti Levéltara leérehozasarel szole 2003, e IOl térvény megalkotasaval A Magvar
Szocialista Part tovabbra is tamogat minden olyan térekvest, ami hatskonyabban szolgalja az
enntettek informacios dnrendelkezds: joganak érvémyesilésst és egyuttal biztositya Magvarorszag
kézelmuljanak megismerését, a kézérdekn adatok nyilvanossagat. Elutasit azonban minden olyvan
torvenvkezdemenyezést, amn hatalyos szabalvozassal megteremtett ezvensily megbontasara
iranyul.

Udvazlettel:

Mesterhary Athla



